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U.N. Visit to Fordham: Ambassador Alicia Bárcena
“Socio Economic Outlook of Latin America and the Caribbean”
On Thursday, September 26, in Tognino Hall at Fordham
University Rose Hill, LALSI hosted a lecture by Alicia Bárcena.
Ms. Bárcena assumed office as the Executive Secretary of the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
(ECLAC) - the Spanish acronym is CEPAL - in 2008. She had
previously served as the Under-Secretary-General for Management
at United Nations Headquarters in New York, Chef de Cabinet and
Deputy Chef de Cabinet to the former Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi
Annan. Alicia Bárcena was the Founding Director of the Earth
Council in Costa Rica, a non-governmental organization in charge
of follow-up to the agreements reached at the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) held in
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1992. Ms. Bárcena has taught and
conducted research in the Autonomous Metropolitan University of
Mexico. She has published numerous articles on sustainable
development, public policy, environmental issues, and public
participation.
The ECLA/CEPAL
Ms. Alicia Bárcena (right) accepting a gift from O.
Hugo
Benavides (Director of LALSI; left) and Isaac
was established by
Tercero
(LALSI’s Administrative Assistant ; center)
the Economic and
Social Council in
1948. That same year, the scope of the Commission's work was
broadened to include the countries of the Caribbean.
ECLAC/CEPAL, which is headquartered in Santiago, Chile, is one
of the five regional commissions of the United Nations.

Ms. Bárcena with Juan Carlos Vignaud
(Ambassador-in-Residence)

It was founded with the purpose of contributing to the
economic development of Latin America, coordinating
actions directed towards this end, and reinforcing
economic ties among Latin American countries and with
other nations of the world. The promotion of the region's
social development was later included among its primary
objectives.

Ms. Bárcena with Fordham undergraduates. Jennifer
Venegas (left) and Laura Severino (right)
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U.N. Visit to Fordham: Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz
“Inequality in Latin America and the Caribbean”
On Wednesday, November 6th in
Room 312 of the Fordham Law
Building at Fordham University
Lincoln Center, LALSI hosted a
lecture by Heraldo Muñoz. Mr.
Muñoz joined the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP) in
May 2010, as Assistant SecretaryGeneral and Assistant Administrator
and Director of the Regional Bureau
for Latin America and the Caribbean.
Mr. Muñoz previously served as
Ambassador-Permanent
Representative of Chile to the United
Nations from 2003 to 2010. He was
Left to right:: Prof. O. Hugo Benavides (LALSI Director), Juan Carlos Vignaud
the Chairman of the UN Peace(Ambassador-in-Residence), Mr. Heraldo Muñoz and Prof. Michael E. Latham
Building Commission, Facilitator of
(Dean of Fordham College at Rose Hill)
the UN Security Council Reform
Consultations (2007-2008), and President of the UN Security Council (2004). He was also Chairman of the
Commission of Inquiry into the assassination of former Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto.
He has written and edited over a dozen
books on Inter-American relations, Latin
American foreign relations, human rights,
multilateral affairs, and international
political economy. His memoir The
Dictator’s Shadow won the 2009 WOLADuke University Book Award for the best
current, non-fiction book published in
English on human rights, democracy and
social justice in contemporary Latin
America.
The United Nations Development
Program (UNDP) is the United Nations'
global development network, an
organization advocating for change and
connecting countries to knowledge,
experience and resources to help people
build a better life.

Left to right: Chilean Consul General Julio Fiol, Prof. O. Hugo Benavides (LALSI
Director), Mr. Heraldo Muñoz, Mr. Isaac Tercero (LALSI’s Admin. Assist.) and
Juan Carlos Vignaud (Ambassador-in-Residence)
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Global Connections: Doris May Lessing (1919 - 2013)
Global Connections is a new section in our LALSI Fall Boletín. As Ambassador Bárcena (see page 3) expressed in her lecture, it is no longer possible to
think of Latin America and the Caribbean without acknowledging the continent’s global connections with nation and communities throughout the world.
The current issue pays heed to this transnational reality by highlighting the words of two influential writers from the Global South, both from Southern
Africa.
Doris M. Lessing (1919-2013) received every single major literary award. She was originally born in Persia (currently Iran) and grew up in Rhodesia (currently
Zimbabwe), and finally moved to London, where she died a month ago. Her speech (see below) still resonates a decade later, questioning us about the role
of education in today’s “brave new world.” In a similar vein, the South African, J. M. Coetzee, also harkens us to re-assess the university’s mission (see next
page). His words make us wonder about the role that the university should play in the global ecumene. Both Lessing and Coetzee talk from the experience
of hardship, yet offer hope in creating a more humane world that would truly be in the service of others.

Doris Lessing’s Speech after receiving the Principe de Asturias Literature prize in 2001
Once upon a time, and it seems a long time ago, there was a respected figure, The Educated Person. He -it was usually he, but then increasingly often shewas educated in a way that differed little from country to country -I am talking of course about Europe- but was different from what we know now. William
Hazlitt, our great essayist, went to a school, in the late eighteenth century, whose curriculum was four times more comprehensive than that of a comparable
school now, a mix of the bases of language, law, art, religion, mathematics. It was taken for granted that this already dense and deep education was only one
aspect of development, for the pupils were expected to read, and they did.
This kind of education, the humanist education is vanishing. Increasingly governments -our British government among them- encourage citizens to acquire
vocational skills, while education as a development of the whole person is not seen as useful to the modern society.
The older education would have had Greek and Latin literature and history, and the Bible, as a foundation for everything else. He -or she- read the classics
of their own countries, perhaps one or two from Asia, and the best known writers of other European countries, Goethe, Shakespeare, Cervantes, the great
Russians, Rousseau. An educated person from Argentina would meet a similar person from Spain, one from St. Petersburg meet his counterpart in Norway,
a traveler from France spend time with one from Britain, and they would understand each other, they shared a culture, could refer to the same books, plays,
poems, pictures, in a web of reference and information that was like a shared history of the best the human mind was thought, said, written. This has gone.
Greek and Latin are disappearing. In many countries the Bible, and religion - going. A girl I know, taken to Paris to broaden her mind, which needed it,
though she was doing brilliantly in examinations, revealed that she had never heard of Catholics and Protestants, knew nothing of the history of Christianity
or any other religion. She was taken to hear mass in Notre Dame, told that this ceremony had been a basis of European culture for centuries, and she should
at least know about it - and she dutifully sat through it, rather as she might a tea ceremony in Japan, and afterwards enquired, "Are these people some kind of
cannibal then". So much for what seems enduring.
There is a new kind of educated person, who may be at school and university for twenty, twenty five years, who knows everything about a specialty,
computers, the law, economics, politics, but knows about nothing else, no literature, art, history, and may be heard enquiring. "But what was the Renaissance
then?" "What was the French Revolution?"
Even fifty years ago this person would have been seen as a barbarian. To have acquired an education with nothing of the old humanist background impossible. To call oneself educated without a background of reading - impossible. Reading, books, the literary culture, was respected, desired, for centuries.
Reading was and still is in what we call the Third World, a kind of parallel education, which once everyone had, or aspired to. Nuns and monks in their
convents and monasteries, aristocrats at their meals, women at their looms and their sewing, were read to, and the poor people, even if all they had was a
Bible, respected those who read. In Britain until quite recently trade unions and workers' movements fought for libraries, and perhaps the best example of
the pervasiveness of the love for reading is that of the workers in the tobacco and cigar factories of Cuba whose trade unions demanded that the workers
should be read to as they worked. The material was agreed to by the workers, and included politics and history, novels and poetry. A favorite of their books
was the Count of Monte Christo. A group of workers wrote to Dumas and asked if they might use the name of his hero for one of their cigars.
Perhaps there is no need to labour this point to anyone present here, but I do feel we have not yet grasped that we are living in a fast fragmenting culture.
Pockets of the old excellences remain, in a university, a school, the classroom of and old-fashioned teacher in love with books, perhaps a newspaper or a
journal. But a culture that once united Europe and its overseas offshoots has gone.
We may get some idea of the speed with which cultures may change by looking at how languages change. English as spoken in America or the West Indies is
not the English of England. Spanish is not the same in Argentina and in Spain. The Portuguese of Brazil is not the Portuguese of Portugal. Italian, Spanish,
French, grew out of Latin not in thousands of years but in hundreds. It is a very short time since the Roman world disappeared, leaving behind its legacy of
our languages.
One interesting little irony about the present situation is that a lot of the criticism of the old culture was in the name of Elitism, but what is happening is that
everywhere are enclaves, pockets, of the old kind of reader and reading and it is easy to imagine one of the new barbarians walking by chance into a library of
the old kind, in all its richness and variety and understanding suddenly what has been lost, what he - or she - has been deprived of.
So what is going to happen next in this tumultuously changing world? I think we are all of us fastening our seat belts and holding on tight.
I drafted what I have just read before the events of the 11th September. We are in for a war, it seems, a long one, which by its nature cannot have an easy
end. We all know that enemies exchange more than gunfire and insults. In this country Spain you know this better perhaps than anyone. When feeling
gloomy about the world I often think about that time here, in Spain, in the early Middle ages, in Cordova, in Toledo, in Granada, in other southern cities,
Christians, Moslems, Jews, lived harmoniously together, poets, musicians, writers, sages, all together, admiring each other, helping each other. It went on for
three centuries. This wonderful culture went on for three centuries. Was anything like it been seen in the world? What has been, can be again.
I think the educated person of the future will have a wider basis than anything we can imagine now.
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Global Connections: Universities Head for Extinction
J.M. Coetzee's foreword to University of Cape Town fellow Professor John Higgins's new book Academic Freedom in a
Democratic South Africa <http://mg.co.za/article/2013-11-01-universities-head-for-extinction/>

Thank you for letting me see your essays on academic freedom in South Africa. The general question you address - "Is a
university still a university when it loses its academic autonomy?" - seems to me of the utmost importance to the future of higher
education in South Africa. Hardly less important is the junior cousin of that question, namely: "Is a university without a proper faculty
of humanities (or faculty of humanities and social sciences) still a university?" As you point out, the policy on academic autonomy
followed by the ANC government is troublingly close to the policy followed by the old National Party government: universities may
retain their autonomy as long as the terms of their autonomy can be defined by the state. The National Party had a conception of the
state, and the role played by education within the state, to which such tenets of British liberal faith as academic freedom were simply
alien. The indifference of the ANC to academic freedom has less of a philosophical basis, and may simply come out of a defensive
reluctance to sanction sites of power over which it has no control. But South African universities are by no means in a unique
position. All over the world, as governments retreat from their traditional duty to foster the common good and reconceive of
themselves as mere managers of national economies, universities have been coming under pressure to turn themselves into training
schools equipping young people with the skills required by a modern economy. You argue - cogently - that allowing the transient
needs of the economy to define the goals of higher education is a misguided and shortsighted policy: indispensable to a democratic
society - indeed, to a vigorous national economy - is a critically literate citizenry competent to explore and interrogate the assumptions
behind the paradigms of national and economic life reigning at any given moment. Without the ability to reflect on ourselves, you
argue, we run a perennial risk of relaxing into complacent stasis. And only the neglected humanities can provide a training in such
critical literacy.
I hope that your book will be high on the reading list of those politicians busy reshaping higher education in the light of national
priorities, as well as of those university administrators to whom the traditional humanities have become alien ground. I hope that,
having read and digested what you have to say, those politicians and administrators will undergo a change of heart. But alas, I do not
believe that your hopes and mine have much chance of being realized. There are two main reasons for my pessimism. The first is that
you somewhat underestimate, in my opinion, the ideological force driving the assault on the independence of universities in the
(broadly conceived) West. This assault commenced in the 1980s as a reaction to what universities were doing in the 1960s and 1970s,
namely, encouraging masses of young people in the view that there was something badly wrong with the way the world was being run
and supplying them with the intellectual fodder for a critique of Western civilization as a whole. The campaign to rid the academy of
what was variously diagnosed as a leftist or anarchist or anti-rational or anti-civilizational malaise has continued without let-up for
decades, and has succeeded to such an extent that to conceive of universities any more as seedbeds of agitation and dissent would be
laughable. The response of the political class to the university's claim to a special status in relation to the polity has been crude but
effectual: if the university, which, when the chips are down, is simply one among many players competing for public funds, really
believes in the lofty ideals it proclaims, then it must show it is prepared to starve for its beliefs. I know of no case in which a university
has taken up the challenge. The fact is that the record of universities, over the past 30 years, in defending themselves against pressure
from the state has not been a proud one. Resistance was weak and ill organized; routed, the professors beat a retreat to their dugouts,
from where they have done little besides launching the intermittent satirical barb against the managerial newspeak they are perforce
having to acquire. This leads me to the second reason why I fail to share your optimistic faith that the tide may yet be turned. A
certain phase in the history of the university, a phase taking its inspiration from the German Romantic revival of humanism, is now, I
believe, pretty much at its end.
It has come to an end not just because the neoliberal enemies of the university have succeeded in their aims, but because there
are too few people left who really believe in the humanities and in the university built on humanistic grounds, with philosophical,
historical and philological studies as its pillars. You argue that only the faculties of humanities are equipped to teach students the
critical literacy that allows a culture to continually renew itself. But I envisage a telling question will be asked of you: even if we grant
that critical literacy is as important as you claim, do students really need to know about Hesiod and Petrarch, about Francis Bacon and
Jean-Paul Sartre, about the Boxer Rebellion and the Thirty Years War, to attain a sufficient competence in such literacy? Can you not
simply design a pair of one-semester courses - courses in which all undergraduates, no matter what their career track, will be required
to enroll - one course to be entitled "Reading and Writing", in which students will be trained to dissect arguments and write good
expository prose; and the other to be entitled "Great Ideas", in which they will be briefed on the main currents of world thought from
Ancient Egypt to the present? A pair of courses like that will not require an entire faculty of humanities behind them, merely a school
of critical literacy staffed with bright young instructors. Basic courses in cultural literacy are not a new idea. They have been mounted
at countless American universities under the rubric of "Freshman Composition".

(Continued on page 7)
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Global Connections: Universities Head for Extinction
(Continued from page 6)
These universities have been responding to precisely the same pressure that the humanities in South Africa now feel. There is nothing
wrong with arguing that a good humanistic education will produce graduates who are critically literate, by some definition of critical
literacy. However, the claim that only the full apparatus of a humanistic education can produce critical literacy seems to me hard to
sustain, since it is always open to the objection: if critical literacy is just a skill or set of skills, why not just teach the skill itself? Would
that not be simpler, and cheaper too? I could not be more strongly on your side in your defense of the humanities and of the
university as the home of free enquiry. I respect your basic approach, which, as I see it, is to mount a strategic defense of academic
freedom, the kind of defense that stands a chance of swaying the relevant decision-makers, as opposed to a quixotic defense that can
be easily brushed aside. But in the end, I believe, you will have to make a stand. You will have to say: we need free enquiry because
freedom of thought is good in itself. We need institutions where teachers and students can pursue unconstrained the life of the mind
because such institutions are, in ways that are difficult to pin down, good for all of us: good for the individual and good for society. In
institutions of higher learning in Poland, in the bad old days, if on ideological grounds you were not permitted to teach real
philosophy, you let it be known that you would be running a philosophy seminar in your living room, outside office hours, outside the
institution. In that way the study of philosophy was kept alive. It may be something along the same lines will be needed to keep
humanistic studies alive in a world in which universities have redefined themselves out of existence.

Faculty Entry
Professor Barbara Mundy (Art History) traveled widely to speak on the topic of a new book, to be published by the University of
Texas in 2014. Her talk, "The Death of Tenochtitlan, the Life of Mexico City," attracted a large audience at Tulane University in
September. While in New Orleans, she also gave a paper on new research, "Mapping Water in the Sixteenth-Century Valley of
Mexico" at the annual conference of the American Society of Ethnohistory. She presented a version of the same paper, "Las imágenes
de agua en la cartografía indígena de la Cuenca de México, siglo xvi," at the annual meeting of the Seminario de Cartografía
Novohispano at the Benemérita Universidad Autónoma de Puebla, in Puebla de los Angeles, Mexico, in October. The trip to Puebla
gave her to the chance to catch up with colleagues at the Iberoamericana University in Puebla, with whom LALS has had a long
working relationship, including hosting a spring break study tour led by Professor Lindo-Fuentes in March 2013. Most recently, in late
October, she traveled to the beautiful island of Puerto Rico to San Juan to speak on "Mexico City, Mexica elites and the New Rome"
at annual conference of the Sixteenth Century Society. Her next big trip will be to Havana, Cuba, where she and Prof. Benavides will
be leading a study tour for Fordham students during spring break of 2014.
Professor Clara Rodríguez (Sociology & Anthropology) was honored as one of the “100 Puerto Ricans” on Thursday, October 17,
2013, at a reception by the Center for Puerto Rican Studies of the City University of New York. She and other honorees were singled
out because of the marked differences they have made to their community. The campaign recognized out both individuals and
organizations that have contributed to the Puerto Rican community in New York City and throughout the US. Professor. Clara
Rodríguez was a panelist at the El Museo del Barrio’s “Antonia Pantoja Presente!” on September 28, 2013 . This event was organized
in collaboration with Aspira of New York, Inc. 100 Hispanic Women, Inc. the Hispanic National Bar association (HNBA), Latino
Justice-PRLDEF, National Conference of Puerto Rican Women, NY Chapter, Inc. National Hispanic Prosecutors Association, and
the Puerto Rican Bar Association. Professor Rodriguez was a Visiting Scholar last year at both Columbia University's Dept. of
Sociology and the University of Pennsylvania's Annenberg School. Professor Rodriguez published a book review of Wendy D. Roth’s
Race Migrations (Stanford University Press, 2012) for the Journal of American Studies (Cambridge University Press).
On October 10-12, 2013 , Professor Cynthia Vich (Modern Languages & Literatures) attended the "Sexto Congreso Internacional de
Peruanistas en el Extranjero", which was hosted by Georgetown University. Prof. Vich participated in the panel "Nuevo cine peruano
y liberalismo," reading her paper "De estetizaciones y viejos exotismos: apuntes en torno a 'La Teta Asustada de Claudia Llosa' ".
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Fall Events
On Wednesday, October 3rd. LALSI hosted its first
Collaborative Literary Partnership event with La Casa Azul
Bookstore located in East Harlem. Proprietor, Ms. Aurora
Anaya-Cerda gave an engaging presentation to student clubs
Academia Hispana and Grito de Lares on: “The creation of La
Casa Azul Bookstore: The Importance of pursuing your
personal passion.”
Over 30 students attended the
presentation, which included a lively Q& A. The students said
they came away with a better understanding of what is
involved in creating and starting your own business, and look
forward to inviting Anaya-Cerda back to campus in the spring.
On October 17 in the South Lounge at Fordham University
Lincoln Center, Chris R.W. Dietrich (History) with
sponsorship from LALSI, held a screening of the documentary
Gold Fever with a discussion following. Gold Fever is the winner
of the Rigoberta Menchú Grand Prix at the 2013 Montreal
First Peoples Festival. This hard-hitting documentary is about
three Guatemalan women resisting a transnational gold mine
in their community. The screening at Fordham was its New
York City premiere, and is part of a Global Screening Day,
together with over 100 communities worldwide. The movie
has been described as "beautifully-made" and "empowering"
Ms. Anaya-Cerda (center left;) poses with Maria Aponte
by The Yes Men and was an official selection for the Yale
(Internship & Experiential Coordinator of Career
Environmental Film Festival, the Boston Independent Film
Services; far left) and Fordham undergraduates
Festival, the Melbourne Environmental Film Festival, the
Minneapolis St. Paul International Film Festival, and the Festival Internacional de Cine in Bolivia. Speaking in the
discussion that followed was Andrew Sherburne (Director of Gold Fever); Sofia Vergara (Oxfam America); Renata
Keller (Boston University); and
Chris
Dietrich
(Fordham
University).
On October 23, LALSI hosted a
screening of the documentary
AFROPERU, followed by a Q &
A session with Mónica Carrillo, the
film's director and the leader of
LUNDU (Centro de estudios y
promoción
afroperuanos),
an
organization dedicated to the study
and promotion of Afro-Peruvian
culture based in Lima, Peru.

(Continued on page 9)
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Fall Events
(Continued from Page 8)
The event was organized by Prof. Cynthia
Vich, and it was widely attended by students
from Prof. Vich's course "SPAN 3002: Latin
American Literature and Culture Survey", and
from other LALSI courses. Through personal
testimonios, the film discusses the discrimination
of AfroPeruvians within Peruvian society,
touching on issues of history, identity and
mainstream stereotyping of this sector of the
Peruvian population.
On October 30, freelance journalist Seth
Kugel gave a talk entitled “Living, Working
and Writing (in) Nueva York” at the Flom
Auditorium in Walsh Library, on the Rose Hill
Campus. The event, sponsored by LALSI and
Mónica Carrillo, Director and the Leader of LUNDU
the Department of Modern Languages, was
part of a series of events this year focused on the use of Spanish and Latin American cultural and linguistic skills in
professional contexts. Kugel, who is the co-author, along with Carolina González, of the 2006 book Nueva York: The
Complete Guide to Latino Life in the Five Boroughs has spent much of his career working in, and writing about, Latino
New York. He spent three years as a third-grade bilingual teacher at P.S. 156 in the Bronx, and went on to cover the
Bronx as a reporter for the City section of The New York Times. He also spent two years living in São Paulo, Brazil, to
be a foreign correspondent for
Globalpost and to freelance for
the Times and a number of other
publications. Now back in New
York, he is currently a freelance
journalist at the Times, working
as the “Frugal Traveler”
columnist. Kugel talked about
how his interest in Latino
cultures both in the U.S. and
abroad have taken him all over
the world. He regaled the
audience with anecdotes, such
as a journey down the Amazon
River (with a photo of himself
in a hammock to prove it), and
a
particularly
memorable
conversation with a manioc
vendor in Bahía. He advised
students to use social media to
network with people they
New York Times journalist Seth Kugel, “Frugal Traveler”
admire, take every opportunity
they could to study and work abroad, and be inquisitive and open to new experiences.
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Course Highlight – Fall 2014
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Study Abroad - 2014
Pyramids, Gods, and Mummies:
The Transnational Migration of
Identity and Culture; Puebla,
Mexico (Summer 2014)
ANTH 3771, 3.00 Credits, June 2nd-26th (four weeks),
Monday-Thursday (three hours a day), Prof. O. Hugo
Benavides
The ancient gods of Mesoamerica (e.g.,
Quetzálcoatl, Tlaloc, Tonantzin) are still very
much alive in the historical production and
cultural legacies Mesoamerica, and in the
transnational exchange of migrant communities
between regions in the Americas. The course
looks to explore the complex relationship
between identity, history and culture as it is
expressed in the millenarian migration of
communities throughout the Mesoamerican
landscape. Through lectures, readings and site
visits to archaeological and historical sites around
Puebla and Mexico City the course will assess
how these migrating notions of culture have
served to enable contesting identities across and
through the border production between the
United States and Mexico.

Puebla, Mexico

Art and Architecture of Havana,
Cuba
ARHI 2258, 1.00 Credit, March 15th - March 23nd 2014
(Spring Break, 2014), Prof. Barbara Mundy
Havana, long a global crossroads, is renowned for its
architecture and for being a center for Avant Garde
artists since the 1940s. Because of a US Treasury
embargo, it has been a difficult place for US citizens to
visit. Fordham, working with the Casa de las Americas,
will offer a week-long study tour. The city of Havana
will be our classroom, as we look at the architecture,
the city's urban development, and the practices of
contemporary artists working in this Cuban capital.
The Casa is one of most important cultural institutions
in Latin America. They host many events-- musical
performances, discussions of books, poetry readings-and we will be taking advantage of their offerings while
we are in the city, as well as the opportunity to meet
Cuban artists, students, and scholars. Visits to two
artists/architects in their studios will let us see firsthand practicing artists/architects at work in
contemporary Cuba. Spanish helpful but not required.

The National Capitol Building in Havana, Cuba
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Workshops - 2014
These workshops express a new course format which students can register for directly. Both will be taught by LALSI faculty with the
participation of key professionals in the field. The one credit course can be added to the semester course load. Contact lalsi@fordham.edu
for further questions.

Applied Human Rights
Humanity Changing?

Work:

is

LALS, 1.00 Credit, 1 Week Course, January 27th - January 31st
2014, Invited lectures by Prof. Arancha (Araceli) García del Soto
Most people working on international affairs, and other
disciplines internationally oriented, might confront cases of
human rights violations. Some international workers try to
prevent those directly, or to deal with these impacts, and
others need to document, at least partially, those violations
as they relate to their core mission (e.g. implement health
programs for teenagers in a conflict area, or address
displacement of indigenous peoples by corporations). How
can we understand the relations between different
international programs and human rights work? What are the
Colombia’s rightwing paramilitary are notorious for their brutality and have been
similarities, differences and intersections? What abilities and
responsible for the vast majority of the human rights abuses that have occurred in the
methods are required for all international workers
country in the past 25 years. Extreme violence is perpetrated in small towns, rural
confronting human rights violations? What are some of the
communities and shantytowns aimed at inciting fear in the civilian population and
most recent successes in international law and domestic
deterring any potential support for the guerrillas.
regulations? In this seminar, we will present diverse examples
from several countries that intersect with human rights
violations. We will describe the professional roles of different team members (lawyers, psychologists, social workers, doctors, community
actors, etc.) and the tools and protocols needed in order to successfully register their experiences (in context of warfare, environmental
damage, and even in natural disasters). We will listen to the testimonies of survivors and
human rights workers, and will present specific cases emphasizing the security needs and
Fordham University
the risks involved.

BOLETíN

The Latin American & Latino Studies Institute
Faculty Memorial Hall 405G, Bronx, NY 10458
(718) 817-4792; 2676 fax (718) 817-3987

Summer in New York/Un Verano en Nueva York
LALS, 1.00 Credit, 1 Week Course, April 7th - April 11th 2014 (Monday-Friday), Invited lectures by
Dr. Marcela Ibarra Mateos (Universidad Iberoamericana – Puebla, Mexico)

www.fordham.edu/lalsi
lalsi@fordham.edu

The course will explore a migrant New York City normally not visible to most of the native
inhabitants of the city. In this manner, the course will allow students to meet and
understand the different struggles and lived-in reality of migrants, particularly Mexicans, as
they strive to make a dignified living for themselves and their families. The course will look to assess and discuss the physical, cultural and
emotional border culture that migration has created between Mexico and the United States and also between many of the Central and South
American nations. To this degree it will also explore the newly invigorated Latino culture in the United States, one that figures more and
more prominently in the future of the United States and the continent. Finally, through daily lectures and site visits to migrant organizations
and communities students will explore the myriad of manners in which politics of identity and culture have taken shape and have shaped our
city.

Millions Migrants Mobilizing Worldwide or 3MW; NYC Union Square October 2013. Global cultural
campaign consisting of a choreographed line dance to an original song highlighting the root causes of forced
migration and the issues migrants and refugees face every day, such as family separation, labor exploitation, wage
theft, detention, deportation, criminalization and discrimination.
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